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For they that have uſed the office of 


4 decacon well, purchaſe to theme 


ſelves a good degree, and great 
boldneſs in the faith which is in _ 
Chriſt Jeſus eee 1 

. 5 7 8 ; g 1 ; 
Ils ͤa true obſervation, that they wb 
"SH who are employ'd in telling others El 

18 [A their duty, are engaged in a diffi- fil 
cult ſervice. For the more fully wk 

OR any man performs ſuch a work, the Ell 
more occaſion will he give for inquiring, whe- . 
ther he who ſeems ſo well to underſtand his 4 
brethrens duty has taken ſufficient care to diſ- _— 
charge his. own. This is one of the many diſ- — 
couragements in a miniſter's way. His o.,] n "nn 
infirmities and failings are apt to be calFd to 1 
mind, . while he is warning his brethren againſt El 
any thing that  miſbecomes them. Let it is 1 
needful that ſome ſhould be employ'd in in- Ell 
ſtructing others, putting them in mind of their =_ 
2 duty, exhorting them earneſtly to it, and offer- © _ 


ing ſuch arguments for that purpoſe as are MF 
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proper to prevail. And it is ſome encourage · 
ment in their work, that people know *tis their 


| - intereſt to hearken to every argument that calls 
them to a regular conduct of life, and to 


ſuffer it to have its due force with them, not- 


withſtanding the miniſters who inſtruct them 
are ſubject to like infirmities with themſelves. 
Thoughts of this kind, it is hoped, will pre- 
_vall 2 a favourable hearing; while I ſhall, 


according to the province aſtign'd me, be en- 


gaged in ſetting before my brethren who have 
been choſen to the office of deacons, the duties 


expected from them.; and likewiſe in exhorting 
the church which has called them to that office, 
to diſcharge thoſe duties towards them, without 
which they cannot anſwer the end of the inſti- 


tation. In my following diſcourſe I propoſe to 
conſider, W * 


I. The original of the office of 3 i 
II. The manner of their inveſtiture. 


III. The work and buſineſs l from 
them. 


1. The qualifications requir'd in chem. 


ng Their encouragement to a cheerful diſ- 


charge of their office. 


7 | VI. The people's duty towards them. 


I. Tam to confider the original of the office | 


of a Deacon. The account of this we have in 
the 6th chapter of the Acts, at the beginning, in 
the following words: And in thoſe days, when 
the number of the diſciples was multiphed, there 


' aroſe a murmuring of the Grecians againſt the 
"Hebrews, * that their widows were neglected in 


the daily miniſtratior. 7 ben the lei ve called the 


" OP in va gefinfᷣ vnd. 


. 


d —— — 
r 1 


KS. 
— of ihe 2 unto them, and fald : * is 
abt reaſon that wwe ſhould leave the ward of God, 
and ſerve tables; wherefore, brethren, look ye out 
from among you men of honeſt report, full of the 
Holy Ghoſt and of wiſdom, whom we may appoint 
over this buſineſs ; but we will give ſe x. con- 


tinually to prayer, and to the Ele of the 


Word. 


From this paſſage we ſee, that the e 
of chooſing and appointing deacons, was the 


burden which lay upon the apoſtles, to miniſter 


daily to the poor; by removing which they 


would be more at liberty for their proper work 


of prayer, and the miniſtry of the word. The 


miniſtration of the word, which is always fitly 


attended with prayer to God, was looked upon 
to be ſo properly the work of thoſe who were 
ſent forth by Jeſus with a ſpecial commiſſion to 
Publiſh the goſpel; that tho the commiſſion to 
baptize was given at the ſame time with that 
for preaching, yet St. Paul declares, 1 Cor. 1. 


17. that Chriſt ſent him not to baptize, but to 


preach the goſpel ; i. e. this was the chief buſi- 


neſs in which he was to be employ'd, and 
for the ſake of which it was better for him 


to leave baptizing to others. This, I think, 
- muſt be the apoſtle's meaning: for tis plain 
he does not diſclaim the work of baptizing, as 
that in which he had no concern as a mt- 
_ niſter of Chriſt ; ſince in ſeveral verſes juſt be- 
fore theſe words, he names what perſons and 
families he had baptized, till he found that his 
continuing the practice would be een with 
ſome inconveniences. 

So with regard to the daily mitra to- the 
widows and other poor diſciples ; tho there was 
not ſo expreſs an inſtitution for that as there 


was | 
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was for baptizing; yet, becauſe { wu 0 per- 


| fo y agreeable to our Saviour's general pre- 
cepts about love and beneficence, and ſo ne- 


eſſary in the nature of che thing, there was 
it ſeems great care taken about it; and theſe 


| — 9 — to the relief of others, thought 


they could nat. do it by better hands than thoſe 
of the apoſtles, who exhorted them to acts of 
Kindneſs. And the apoſtles willingly undertook 
and carried on the difficult work, till they 
found. it was too much for them conſtantly to 
attend to; and that they could not imploy 
ſo much time 'to inform themſelves . of the 
real neceſſities of the ſeveral objects preſent- 


ed, as might be ſufficient to prevent com- 


Plaints and murmurings, without greatly hin- 
dring their publick employment of- prayer and 


miniſtring the word, which they looked upon as 


thaw more immediate buſineſs. 
- The apoſtles did not refuſe to be employ? 4 


at all in the poor's ſervice : as appears by the 


journies afterwards undertaken by St. Paul, for 
carrying to Feruſalem the bounty he had by 
many ſolicitations collected from other churches. _ 
Which aſſiſtance of his poor brethren he often 
ſpeaks of in the uſe of ran ſame + word, which 
denotes the deacon's office. But they took off 
from themſelves that part of the ſervice which 
was inconſiſtent with their work of preaching, 
and which they ſaw would be a proper em- 
ployment for ſtated officers in every church. 
Now, what was here practiſed by men who 
were under the immediate direction of the holy 
1 be a good rule to us who do not 
pretend to that immediate direction. If it is 


f laub. Rom, 15+ 31. 2 Cor. 9. J, 2, Þ 


the 


6 


che will of Chriſt that there ſhould be a con- 


- 


tinuance of public prayer, and miniſtring of the 
word; if that work is to be carried on in the 
ſucceſſive ages of the church by uninſpired men, 


which Chriſt firſt commanded to be performed 
by thoſe who were inſpired, and yet at the fame 
time ſignified that he would have his goſpel 
preached “ 10 the end of the world; it muſt be 


done in ſuch. manner as the perſons employed 


can be able to attend to it, conſiſtently with 


ſuch other work as properly belongs to their 
miniſtry. If therefore there is to be a care of 


the poor continued, as - undoubtedly there is, 
and this work would take up too much of the 
miniſter's time, or involve. him in ſuſpicions, 
murmurings, and complaints of ill- managing the 
church's money, which would hinder the ſucseſa 
of his miniſtry ; then it is fit the people ſhould 


chooſe from among themſelves, as they did in 
this primitive example, proper perſons to bę 


employed in this provincgcge. 
And upon this occaſion I chooſe to take notice 
of what both the reaſon of the thing and the 

authority of ſcripture direct to; that the dea- 
cons ſhould be of the people's chooſing, by 
what means or by what perſons ſoever they are 


3 


ſet apart and publicly declar'd to be appointed 


to the office. The words of the apoſtles are 
expreſs to this purpoſe : loo ye out among. you 
men, whom we may appoint over. this buſineſ5. 
And the hiſtorian adds, . that the ſaying pleaſed 


the + whole” multitude ; and they choſe, and ſet 


them before the apoſtles. Which example we 
think abundantly ſufficient to juſtify our prac- 


20 el. , U bee apa 


But 
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- Bat whereas ſome are apt to look upon the 
inſtitution of deacons, As 6. as deſignꝰd only 


for that time: give me leave to add to what 


has been already ſaid; that the neceſſity of pro- 
vidling for the poor, the murmuring againſt the 


apoſtles while the work was upon their hands, 
the reaſon aſſignꝰd by them for removing it into 
the hands of others, and the deſiring the people 
to chuſe deacons for this purpoſe, clearly prove 


it to be their judgment, that wherever in any 
age there are poor in the churches, the mi- 


ing to whoſe neceſſities would take up too 


much of the miniſter's time from his proper 


work, or involve him in ſuſpicions which might 


hinder his uſefulneſs, ſome fit perſons, who are 
not miniſters of the word, ſhould be choſen 


and employed in ſuch an office. And this is 


ſtrongly confirmed by our text, and the verſes 
immediately preceding: where the deaconſhip 
n conſider'd as a ſtanding office in the chriſtian 
church; as appears by the qualifications . re- 
gquired in thoſe who ſhould be intruſted with it, 

and the encouragement given to ſuch perſons to 


undertake it. : If the apoſtle in our text had 


meant any other office intirely . diſtin. from 
that for which deacons were appointed in the 
6th of the Ads he would certainly have uſed 
ſome other word rather than that of deacon; or 
would have given ſome particular deſcription 


of the work in which that new kind of deacons, 


mention'd by himſelf, were to be employed. 
But ſince there are no footſteps of his meaning 


any different office from that in A#s 6. but he 
peaks of it as an office well known among 
chriſtians ; it is plain he believ'd that the a- 
poſtles, in what they did at that time, deſign'd 


to provide: for more than merely the - preſent 


occaſion, 


* 


My wy AY „ „„ 


Gens =2X FOI” O N 


TY 


pariſon, and to N. at Sg their advice what 


ſhould be done by other churches, ſo far as 
the circumſtances would bear a likeneſs, for pre- 
venting the incorvenience they had ſuffered; 
Now 15 the advice and example of the apoſtles 
are of any weight with us, it becomes us to 


follow them as cloſely as our condition wil! 


mit: and particularly, where men dul 

lee can be Fong. whe are willing to 2 
in the ſervice, it is better to ſet them apart 
ſolemnly to the office, therein to continue, as 
they did in antient times, than to be often 
changing of hands, and thereby merely for vas 
riety*s ſake run the riſque of employing unfit 
perſons. 


I now proceed. to ſay a few words, 


I Etinevriing; the manner of inveſting dea- 


cons in their office. They were choſen, we ſee; 


by the people. And the hiſtorian adds, that 


they * Jet them before the apoſtles : and when they 
had prayed, they laid their hands on them: This 
praying and laying on of hands upon the dea. 
cons ele&, anſwers to whit the apoſtles had juſt 
before called their appointing them over this 
buſineſs, Look ye out among you ſeven men 0 
honeſt report, full of the Holy Ghoſt and of wiſdom, 
whom we may F appoint pri this buſineſs. Now 
bow did the apoſtles conſtitute of appoint them 
bver this buſineſs, but by laying hands on them, 
as a public token of their being ſet apart to 
the work, with prayer to God for a bleſſing 


upon them in it? T hey were already known, 
or at leaſt believed 52 che W who choſe 


02K 1 We eee ie 
| them, 
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thoſe «qualifications which the apoſtles had told 
them ſhould make them fit for their choice; 


among which was their being full of the Holy 


Ghoſt, as well as their being of honeſt n 
and full of wiſdom. And the — who had 


the gift of diſcerning ſpirits, were no doubt ſa- 
tisfied in the people's choice, before they ſet 
them apart; — believ'd and knew them to 
come up to the characters they had recom- 


mended : and therefore the praying with impo- 


ſilion of. bands, mentioned in ver. 6. does with | 
great propriety anſwer to what in ver. 3. the 


apoſtles call heir appointing them. over this bu- 


 fineſs. 


Laying on of hands was a cuſtom practiſed 
in the times of the old teſtament, upon ſetting 
apart to offices. And a becoming ſolemnity 
it 5, eſpecially when accompanied with prayer 
to him in whoſe ſervice the perſon is to be em- 


ployed. And tho I could not pretend to juſtify 


the uſe of this ceremony under the goſpel- 
diſpenſation, had it been at firſt introduced by 
any men who had no immediate. inſtructions 
from Chriſt himſelf, or ſpecial guidance of the 


Spirit; yet when I ſee that men who receiv*d 
immediate inſtructions from Chriſt in perſon, 
and were likewiſe under the immediate guidance 

of the Spirit, practiſed this upon the public 
occaſion of ſetting apart officers in the chriſtian 

church; it ſeems ſtrange to me that any chriſ- 
-tians ſhould object againſt it. For when it is 
uſed-as a deſignation to an office, and the qua- 
- lifications of the perſon, to be. ſet apart are be- 


lieved to be in him before he is fer apart ; I 


cannot but make this to be conſiderably different ; 
12 85 the laying on of hands with che view of 


con- 


to be men fit for that office, poſſeſd d of 5 


10 149 
conve ing the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
therefore tho I am firmly perſuaded that the 


apoſtles in a conſiderable part of their office | 


have no ſuceeſſors; and tho I know no man 


ſo weak as to believe that by his praying over 


any perſon the extraordinary gifts of the — 
Ghoſt fhall be given him: Tel: think it be- 

comes us, as miniſters of the word, to imitate 
the apoſtles in praying to God for a bleſſing 


upon thoſe who are by impoſition of hands ſet 


apart for: U en 2 een us now Fre- 
to confider, b ö 


Ill. The b anc buſineſs expected ow 
thoſe who are choſen to the office of a deacon, 
Conſider'd as deacons, their buſineſs is to ſerve 
tables. Conſider' d, I ſay, as deaeons : for I know 


nothing that ſhould hinder the fame perſons from 
being employed in the work of publick prayer, 


and the miniftry of the word, when found to be 


qualified for it, and regularly call'd to it And 

thus it is probable that ſome at leaſt of the ſeven 
deacons mentioned Acts 6. were afterwards em- 
ployed; and that others were put in their room 
to ſerve in the office of deacons. And *tis the 


opinion of ſome judicious ꝰ commentators, that 
the words of our text give encouragement to 


the chufing of elders or paſtors of churches, men 
| Wholly to be employed in he miniſtration of the 


word and in prayer, out of the number of 
thoſe who Þ had well. ſerved the office of deacons's 
that this is the meaning of their purchaſing to 


themſelves a good degree, and great boldneſs in the 


_ #* Grotius and. Whitby : who 
ground their con jecture upon the 


wc, ci we ivy A , Neige · 
Prayer at the ordination of a dea- 


vos cc Ba pro. 


con, recorded in the conſt itutions, f Kands d in., denoting 
lib. 8. cap. 18. reg I- auc their pat conduct in that office. 
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faith which is in Criſt Feſus, by tbe well-ufing 


that effice. And it is not to be denied, that the 

practiſe was pretty antient of chooſing preſ- 

-by ters, that is, elders, aut of the number of 
who were called deacons. 

But the farther we look into theſe things, the 
more clearly we ſee that the work of deacons, 
_ conſider'd 4 deacons, is very different from 
that of the miniſtry of the word, and prayer. 
Their work, as repreſented to us in Acts 6. where 


wie have che firſt account of the office, and where 
we find that certain perſons were inveſted with 


it on purpoſe to take it off from others, and to 


enable ;1oſe others 20 give themfelves continually 


to prayer and the miniſtry of the word; their 
work, I ſay, as repreſented 1 in this primitive ac- 
count of the office, was to * ſerve tables. It is 
not reaſon, ſay the apoſtles, hat due ſbould leave 
the word of God, and ſerve tables : wherefore look 
ye out among you met——whom We, may appoint 


 puer this buſineſs ; but we will give ourſelves cont 


finugiy te prayer, and ! to the miniſtry of the word, 
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hriſtians departed i in th Is re- 
foe# fr om the primitive inſtitution: 
yet the church S Rome has Jag t 
fit to retain in her adi ome 


lus perſpicuè doceat, * eſl 
presbyteros, quos epiſcopos ; qui 
patitur, Cal. quis patiatur] menſa- 
rum, & viduarum miniſter, ut ſu- 
pra eos ſe tumidus efferat, ad 


Aro Ws teſtimonies apainſt herſelf; — quorum preces Chriſti corpus ſan- 

4 indeed to keep up the . guiſque conficitur? An 1 
on of the three 3 of biſhop, | wards, in the ſame chapter, Ca- 

„ and deacon ; but, for the con- terum in eccleſia Romæ presby- 

nerion of the diſcourſe, "carried far- | teri ſedent, & ſtant diaconi: licet 


ther than T believe ſome of ber ad- 
ates yes wiſh. Tris appears 

* * in the words of St. Je- 
a Evagrium epiſcopum, 

epiſt, 87. tom. 2. edit. * in- 
ſorted into N 93. 24. 


— esbyreris . bel 


are, Audio quendam in 
— — vecordiam, ut dia- 


paulatim increbreſcentibus vitiis, 
inter presbyteros, abſente epi ſcopo, 
ſedere di aconum viderim, & in 
domeſticis conviviis benedictiones 
pres byteris dare. Diſcant qui hoc 


faciunt, non ſe recte 25 et 


audiant apoſtolos; non eft di ignum 
ut relinquentes verbum Dei, miniſtre- 
mus menſis. Sciant quare diaconi 


Epnos presbyteris, id eft, epiſco- conſtirurs Ant ; : recordentur condis 
Pts, auteferret. Nam cum zpoſto- ] uonis „ : 


Wha 
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What is meant by I ſerving tables, is e- 


f plained in the preceding verſe, by the account 


of ** 7he daily miniſtration, wherein ſome of 
the widows were thought to be neglected. So 


that the deacon's work appears to relate chiefly 
to the poor: and in that view chiefly I ſhall 
conſider it. But there are other bows which 
have been thought to belong to the deacon's 
work ; which I muſt confeſs are ſo far from 
being inconſiſtent with this primitive account 


of their inſtitution, - that I cannot ſee any per- 
ſons ſo proper to be employ'd therein as the 
deacons, or any need of conſtituting another 
office on purpoſe. And thoſe things are, the 
miniſtring to the + + table of the Lord; and to 


the table of the miniſters in each church, that 


they may be ſupplied with what is needful and 
fitting, and may not be under the reproach of 
ſerving themſelves at their own will and Plea- 
dart out of the treaſury of the church. 


If we take all theſe particulars into the dea- 


con's office, it is ſtill a particular ſervice be- 
longing to ſtated officers in the church, diffe- 
rent from that of he miniſtration of the word, and 


different likewiſe from that of miniſtring to the 
_ refreſhment of the apoſtles in their travels: in 


both which ſenſes the original word in our ber 


1s uſed in the new teſtament. 


The miniſtration of the word, as we have al- 
ready ſeen, is very plainly diſtinguiſhed, in the 
6th of the Ads, from that ſervice for which 
deacons were inſtituted: yet the expreſſion in 


the original is the ſame; as Sauia includes ſer- 


vice or miniſtry of any kind. And it were end- 


; leſs to enumerate all the places where the apoſtle 


Paul, inthe uſe of this word, ſpeaks of the * work 


* Jin, Ras * Pph, 
= 1 Cor. 10. 2 * 


; 1 
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_ 7 his being + put - into the miniſtry, 


being intruſted with the 4 miniftry of reconciliation, 
_ his carneſt deſire of gms tb or fulfilling the 
jj_ miniſtry which be had received of the Lord 
ffi to teftifie the goſpel of the grace 2 Gad; 
where he declares himſelf to be nade a ** mini- 
fer of the goſpel; and ſpeaks of himſelf and his 
brethren as + , miniſters by whom men believed, 
and of Chriſt's making them able 11 miniſters of the 
new covenant. _ 
|  - There are likewiſe ſome places where thoſe 
| who aſfiſted the ' apoſtles in their travels, are 
ſaid to have miniſired, or acted the part of 
miniſters; and this in the uſe of the ſame word : 
which is in our text, and in A/5:6. is a 
to the office of deacons. Thus St. Paul ipeaks 
with gratitude concerning Onefiphorus, who off 
refreſbed bim, and ||| miniſtred io him, both at 
Rome and at Rpbeſus : ſignifies to Philemon, 
that be would he glad to retain with bim Oneſie 
' anus, that be 85 * miniſter to him in the 
bouds_ of the goſpel : deſires Timothy to take Mark 
and bring bim with him, becauſe he was profita- 
ble. is bim for . ſervice, or miniſtry. It is not 
indeed improbable, that theſe perſons whom 
the:apoſtles took along with them, did ſome- 


times affiſt them in the work of preaching, as 


well as in providing refreſhment for — 
This appears very likely to have been the caſe 
of Mark, from what the hiſtorian ſays of him, 
Acts 12.25. 13. 5. compared with - chap. 15. 
37 —»— 40. The like is probable concerning 
* Tychicus : whom St. Paul, writing to Gr" . 


7 1 Tim. 1. 1. + X 11 2 Cor. 3. «6. | 

14 2 Cor. 5. a II 2 Tim. 1. 16, 18. 
Acts 20. 24+ ä * Philem. v. 13. 
** Eph. 3. 7. Col. I, 23+ | T7 2 Tim. 43. 11. 
tt x Cor. 3. 3. iS dah | 


* 


cozy 
PN and Colofans, ſpeaks. of as 4 Jive bros 


ther and faithful t miniſter in the Lord, ſent 7 
him to make known all his affairs to them. An 


I think, there can be no queſtion that this was 4 


the caſe of Timothy: whom the apoſtle ſpeaks 
of as. bis brother, and a \| miniſter 17 God y and 


who yet is {aid to have been one of thoſe. wn | 


* minifred: 0 him. 


Ic is evident that theſe offices of afſifting che 


apoſtles i in their travels, were inconſiſtent | with 


_ that ſtated office in the church to which deacons 
were ſolemnl 


y appointed, and for which their 
qualifications are deſcribed in the. 1 teſtament, 


as a rule to future times. And yet in the ages 
after the apoſtles, theſe differing, offices were 
aſcrib'd to the fame perſons :' and by the cloſe 
attachment of thoſe who were called deacons, 


do their biſhops, the proper office of deacons in 


the church came to be much neglected.” When 
biſhops came. to think themſelves in the place 
of the apoſtles; whether they travelF'd or not, 
as the apoſtles did, yet they conſider'd the 
deacons as their ſervants, as well as the ſervants 
of the church. *Tis plainly in this view, that the 
words of Þ+ + Cyprian to his brother Rogatian are 
to be e And to the like purpoſe deacons 
are deſcribed by * Euariſtus, who is faid to have 


wa in che times of Din Nerva and 7 7 


Eph, 6. 21, 22» cd. 4.3: 1 * Exarift ad Tg- Afi „ i. | 

1 Theſl. 3. 2 canes, epiſt, 1. Concil. edit. Binn. 
. S12x9v8vTwy, dur. Acts tom, I. pag. 51. Diaconi, qui quaſi 
| oculi videntur eſſe epiſcopi, in u- 
7} Epif. . edit. Fell. Memi- naquaque civitate, juxta apoſto- 


niĩſſe Na dal "Fr debent, quo- 
niam apoſtolos, id eſt, epiſcopos | 
& præpoſitos Dominus elegit : 
diaconos autem poſt aſcenſum 


Domini in ccelos apoſtoli ſibi 


lorum conſtituta, ſeptem debent 
eſſe; qui cuſtodiant epiſcopum 
pradicantem, ne aut ipſe epiſcopus 


feſterur, aut lædatur a ſuis, aut ver- 


conſtituerunt n, * S* 
eckefte miniſtres. 


o 
a * 


1 


do, polluantur vel defpictancur. 


jan, 


ab ĩnſidiatoribus quoque modo in- 
ba divina, derrahendo aut infidian- | 
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za, as the biſhops , as perſons who art td. 
guard him when preaching, leſt either he ſhould. 


be any way infeſted by liers in wait, or hurt by his 


ben people, or the divine words fooul by drain 


or enſnaring meaſures be polluted or deſpiſed. But 


the * Nicene council in few words ſpeaks ftill 


more plainly : let tbe deacons remain within their 


own meaſure; knowing that they are the biſhop”s 
ſervants. 1 do not wonder that all theſe paſſages 


ſhould be inſerted into the + canon law : and 
think it very probable that the perſonal ſervices 


which they who were called, deacons did for 
their biſhops, were the means of ſo ihgratiating 
themſelves with ſome of them, as te be the oc- 
caſion of thoſe quarrels which happer'd between 


deacons and preſbyters about ſuperiority. 
Whether this was the caſe or not; yet fot 


the new teſtament account it appears, that they - 
who aſſiſted the apoſtles in their travels, and 
they who were employ'd at home in ſerviug 
tables, were very different petſons : the one 


employ'd in a ſtated office in the church, ap- 
pointed by the apoſtles, and requiring reſidence ; 
the other, voluntary attendants upon the apoſtles 


in a variety of places, employ'd partly in per- 
ſonal ſervices to them, and partly in preaching 
while they traveFd with them; and concerning 
whom it does not appear that they could pro- 
perly have any ſucceſſors. My text leads me to 
diſcourſe of the ſtated officers, and the work in 
which they were to be employ'd; — 


1. The Jeacons principal buſineſs in the firſt 
Inſtitution of the office, as appears, As 6. was 


* Concil. Nicæn. | can. 18. xb Ears S eien. Coneil. edit. 


deut T dt dico. Tos iius Binn. tom. 1. pag. 278. 


KT potty eid b, d TH H irie * As they are, diſt. 93. cap, 


| 25, 11, & 14. N Wt 
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to ſerve tables; that is, to ſerve the table of 


the poor. But tho this phraſe of ſerving tables, 


and that of be daily miniſtration mentioned juſt 
before, took their riſe from miniſtring to the 


| bodily neceſſities of the poorer ſort, who were 
numerous ; yet that the deacons buſineſs was 
not even then confin'd merely to their pro- 


; viding a bodily ſuſtenance, but was deſignꝰd to 
extend to their miniſtring comfort to the mind 


in a prudent manner ; appears pretty plainly, 
both from the qualifications there requir'd in 
them, and likewiſe from the character in our 
The meer providing a bodily relief, how- 
ever it might require that the perſons employ'd 
ſhould be men of honeſt report, and men of 
wiſdom in their conduct; yet could ſcarce be 
faid to require, that they ſhould be full of the 


Holy Ghoſt, which is one of the characters 


mention'd 4s 6. eſpecially if that character 
includes the fruits of the Spirit in general. And 


if you underſtand it concerning extraordinary 


gifts; how clearly ſoever they might by the 


help of theſe gifts underſtand the caſe of every 


erſon brought before them; yet the meer 
nowledge of a diſtreſs would have been of 
little advantage, without other qualifications 
inclining and inabling them to give the com- 
fort wanted. All the fruits of the Spirit might 


be needful enough for the miniſtring proper 


advice and comfort to the minds of ſome, 
whoſe other wants it was likewiſe their buſi- 
neſs to relieve. But how it ſhould come to 
paſs, that the apoſtles themſelves ſhould direct 


to the choice of men full of the Holy Ghoſt, for 


diſcharging the office of a deacon, if they were 
not in the diſcharge of that office to have ſome 
80 N ; | C 7 : \ EX<- 
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| exerciſe of the great variety of virtues which 


make up that character? I confeſs I cannot ſee. 
So. likewiſe I cannot eaſily conceive that the 


meer miniſtring an outward relief to the poor, 
out of the church's treaſure, ſhould be ſaid 
by the apoſtle in our text 720 purchaſe to the 
deacon à good degree and great boldneſs in the 
faith which is in Chriſt Feſus. But the perform- 
ing this very work with tenderneſs of ſpirit, and 
the concerning himſelf at the ſame time to give 


ſuch prudent advice as occaſion may require, 


for reforming a diſorder, or even the miniſtring 
comfort to a troubled mind, which we often 


ſee to be the caſe of thoſe who are depreſs'd in 
their outward circumſtances; and the ſhewing 


that he takes delight in ſuch good offices ; this 
will go a great way towards the character in 
our text. For by ſuch employment men ſhew 
that they have a right notion of that chriſtian 


faith which they profeſs ; that a ſtrong ſenſe of 
their holy religion is impreſs'd upon their minds; 


and that their mouth is ready to ſpeak to a 
good purpoſe out of the abundance of their heart : 


and this 1s indeed a proof of boldneſs in the 


From ſuch conſiderations as theſe I would 
intreat my brethren who are called to the dea- 
con's office, that they would not imagine their 


buſineſs to be done, and their duty diſcharged, 


when they have met together and conſulted 
what theyare able to do for the poor, appointed 
what each one ſhould receive, and ſent the re- 
ſpective diſtributions to them. For tho it is a 
neceſſary part of their work to conſult together 


what can be done, or what is fitting; tho itzis 
their duty by ſuch conſultations to keep off all 
_ unneceſſary charges from the church, and there 


may 


I, 


„ „ 8 


may ſometimes be occaſion for exerciſing the 


utmoſt of their wiſdom this way; and tho it is 
not always needful, as indeed it may not al- 
ways be conſiſtent with the deacon's own affairs, 
to carry the church's contributions in perſon: 


yet if they who are to be relieved and com- 
forted, be not ſometimes actually viſited by 


thoſe whoſe ſpecial buſineſs it is to adminiſter 
relief and comfort to them; the work is done 
but by halves. Beſides that ſome are by ſicx- 


| neſs diſabled from coming to repreſent their 


own caſe ; many perſons in a low condition of 


life, are by that very means diſcouraged from 


making known the inward preſſure of their 
minds, for want of a favourable opportunity. 
They know not how to go of their own ac- 
cor, to aſk that counſel which they want: 


their dependent ſtate diſcourages and keeps 
them back. But now, if the deacons, qualify'd 


in ſome good meaſure accordinggto the apoſtles 
directions, make it their buſineſs to viſit the 
poor; they will give themſelves the opportu- 
nity of miniſtring that comfort to the mind, 
and doing that real ſervice in other reſpects, 
by their good advice, which otherwiſe can ne- 
ver be hoped for. The beneficent office in 


Which they are employ'd, will give a wel- 
come reception to their counſel. And what- 


ever is the condition of the perſons they viſit, 
they will much better be able to judge what 
ſhould þe done, by. ſeeing with their own eyes 
and hearing with their own ears, than by any 


repreſentations at ſecond hand. Beſides, let the 
miniſter be ever ſo conſtant in his own work 


of viſiting, and ever ſo tenderly affected with 
ſome caſes which he obferves ; if he very of- 


ten becomes the poor's advocate, as he muſt 


C2 ne- 


(20% 
neceſſarily be when he is their only viſiter, he 


may be look'd upon as .one who is continu- 
ally bringing burdens upon the church; and 
therefore the oftner he is thus employ'd, the 
more will he be in danger of loſing that affec- 
tion and reſpect which otherwiſe he would re- 
' tain, and which are neceſſary for his own uſeful- 
neſs. Nor is the number. of the poor in any 
church ſo very great, but that the deacons, by 
dividing. the work among them, might viſit 
them itatedly, without any conſiderable diffi- 
.culty. It is not eaſy to conceive how much 
they would hereby contribute to the proſperity 
of the churches to which they belong. For, 
beſides that this tender concern cannot be 
ſhewn in ſo private a manner, but that it will 
be known to ſtrangers, and leave a good ſavour 
upon their minds; it will give to all the mem- 
bers of the church an increaſing reſpect to them 
and confidence in them, and tend to conclliate 
among them all a mutual affection. This I be- 
lieve is well known; that the churches to 
which we ſtand more immediately related, ne- 
ver were in fo flouriſhing a condition in the 
memory of any now living, as when the dea- 
cons made it their buſineſs to go and miniſter 
comfort in every diſtreſſed caſe, and readily ſet 
about the work, without ſtanding in need of a 
prompter! By this means they made the work 
of the paſtors, both in viſiting and in preaching, 
not only more delightful ro themſelves, - but 

more uſeful upon the whole. 5 


2. Ir ſeems very naturally to be a part of the 
deacon's work, to ſerve the table of the Lord; 
i. e, to aſſiſt in the celebration of the Lord's 
88 833 n — 
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Supper, in delivering the elements of bread and 


wine to the communicants, for the more ex- 
peditious and decent performance of the work. 


Where there is any conſiderable number to 


receive; it appears much more fitting that the 
miniſter ſhould be aſſiſted by ſome of the bre- 
thren, than that he ſhould go about to every 
perſon in a numerous aſſembly, or every one 
of them come up to him. The doing all by 
the miniſter's own hand,” may ſeem ag if it was 
thought that a virtue or efficacy depended up- 
on the elements being immediately delivered by 
him; beſides that it is not ſo like to the man- 
ner of a feaſt, by which * name this inſtitution 
goes in the new teſtament. And if the miniſter 


is to be aſſiſted; tho indeed there is no neceſ- 


ſity of confining this aſſiſtance to the deacons; 
yet they being already officers in the church, 


and ſuppoſed to be choſen for their gravity, 


prudence, and other good qualifications, none 


can be more proper than they: and according- 


ly it has been the uſual Þ practiſe of the church 
to employ them. But I am far from laying # 

ſtreſs on theſe things: and therefore do little 
more than name them, | * 


3. It ſeems a very fit and proper part of the 
deacon's work to ſerve the table of the mi- 
niſter; that is, to endeavour that out of the 
treaſury of the church there be an honourable 

proviſion made. for thoſe who are employed in 
the miniſtry of the word. Some part of what 
was contributed by the church in general, was 


* ap gere, x Cor, 11. ee, x) &mwenphrayTes .,, 
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beyond all queſtion applied by the apoſtles to 
their own neceſſary ſupport, at the ſame time 
that they diſtributed portions to others, Now 
ſince they | themſelves were expoſed to ſome 
murmurings and complaints, by the jealouſy of 
not making an equitable diſtribution among the 
poor; to what height theſe jealouſies and com- 
plaints might have ariſen, either againſt them- 
ſelves, or at leaſt againſt ſucceeding miniſters, 
if they had not removed all diſtributions out of 
their own hands, it is not eafy to conjecture. 
At their own deſire the diſtributions to the poor 
were put into the hands of the deacons : and 
it is not probable that afrzr ſuch a ſtep they 
would, at their own will and pleaſure, ſupply 
themſelves. There is more reaſon to believe 
that they deſign' d the churches ſhould provide 
for thoſe who were to be employ'd in the mi- 

niſtration of the word, by the ſame hands which 
were intruſted to miniſter to the poor. Now, 
allowing that there is a great difference between 
the ſtate of the churches at this day, and that 
of the church at Feruſalem wherein deacons + 
were firſt appointed; allowing for the extra- 
ordinary circumſtances of that church, and for 
whatever was extraordinary in the character of 
the deacons then ſet apart for its ſervice : .yet 
if deacons are now made the receivers of what- 
ever is voluntarily contributed, as they were 
of old; and if the caſe be fo circumſtanced 
that much depends, as in ſome churches it. cer- 
tainly does, upon their hearty affection, their 
prudence and diligence, in raiſing what the 
church judges fit to be given to their miniſters 
then it will appear to be their duty to employ 
ſome cre for keeping up ſuch a ſupply, whereby 
the miniſters may be relieved from all that 
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carking care. which would diſcourage and ren- 


der them unfit for their work. I ſhall there- 


fore take for granted, that they who have a 
fincere concern for the proſperity of the churches 
whom they ſerve in this office, will make this 
one proof of it; even their endeavour that the 
miniſters he enabled to go on chearfully with 


their work, by the honourable provifion made 


for them. For I think there can be no doubt, 
that the want of ſuch a proviſion muſt at length 
redound to the church's damage; as the ſink- 
ing of the miniſter's ſpirits with preſſing cares 


muſt have ſome ill effect upon his miniſtrations 


themſelves. | e 

Thus I have given ſome account of what I 
apprehend to be the duty of thoſe who are call'd 
to the deacon's office. I might have enlarged 
farther : and particularly have ſhewn, that as 
their office naturally calls upon them to aſſemble 
together upon the affairs of the church, they 


ſhould be ready upon all occaſions to concert 


meaſures for its welfare, and to put them in 
execution, No member of a church is indeed 


excus'd from a care and concern for its welfare: 


but this care and concern muſt be more eſpe- 
cially the duty of ſuch as are call'd to office in 
it, the office of diſpoſing what is contributed 
for the good of the whole. There is a con- 
ſiderable truſt repoſed in them: ſo that if they 
ſhould fit filent, and neglect a good opportu- 
nity of doing public ſervice 3 but eſpecially if, 
by unſeaſonable reſentments or by any inor- 
dinate affection they ſhould come into meaſures 
to the church's detriment ; it could not be faid 
that they faithfully diſcharg'd their truſt, But 
I take it for granted, that my brethren have 


ſuch a ſenſe of their duty in this reſpect, as will 
5 e 8 | engage 
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therefore to conſider, | 


ö W. The qualifications ——— in a desebn 
| fo the diſcharge of his duty. And here I ſhall 


chiefly have regard to thoſe mention'd by the 


apoſtle in the verſes before my text, becauſe 


they are moſt unqueſtionably ſuch as belong to 


the character of deacons in all ages of the church; 


whereas ſome judicious men are of opinion that 


one of the qualifications mention*d in the 6th of 
the As, could relate only to the condition of 


the church at the time when the ſeven firſt dea- 


cons were choſen. However, it may be uſeful to 


conſider them all. For if it be certain that any 
one character requir*d in the ſeven firſt deacons, 


was of ſuch an extraordinary nature as neceſſa- 


rily confin'd it to the ſtate of the church in thoſe 


days; then no man of integrity in the preſent 


engage ** to put it in praiſe, I proceed - 


_ 


times need diſcourage himſelf upon finding that 


he does not come up to it. And if it appears 
that all the characters mention'd in Afﬀs 6. as 


well as thoſe in the chapter wherein is our text, 
are requir*d of every deacon 3 then they who 


are calFd to the office, ſhould take care to come 
as near them as they can. 


In the th of the AFs the qualifications are, 
| chat they be men of honeſt report, and full E. the | 


Holy Ghof, and of wiſdom. 
It is requiſite, that whoever in any age are 
choſen to be deacons, ſhould be men of honeſt 


report, payrugs hẽE, of a good character in ge- 


0 bh bur particularly of ze/tified, approved fide- 
From the nature of the truft repoſed in 


— which is to take care of the church's trea- 


fure, it is neceffary that they be men beyond 


_ * of applying any part of it to their 


own 


45 


own private uſe. And one good way of Ded 


ring to deacons this character, is the chooſing 
ſuch, as beſides the proof of fidelity in their 
former conduct, are, by the divine bleſſing upon 


them, rais'd above the temptation of doing a 
mean thing. Where this can be come at, it is 
worth the minding; tho I make no doubt there 


are many men of honeſt refort,” and approv'd fide- 
lity, a and fit to be entruſted” with the office of a 
deacon, who do not abound in the things of 
this world. And ſuch we may reaſonably” ſup- 


poſe were many of the deacons in the time of 


the apoſtles, conſidering the er of 
the church in that Aeli! 15 
Another character given in the 6th oft the 
As, is that they be men full of the Holy Ghoſt. 
This, as has been already ſignified, fon judi- 
cious men believe to be confin'd to the circum- 
ſtances of the church at the time when the firſt 
deacons were choſen. And the reaſons they 


allege are chiefly to this purpoſe: that the 
character of being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, is 


in all other places of the new teſtament, but 
eſpecially in the As of the 7. underſtood 

of extraordinary gifts; that there was at the 

time when theſe deacons were choſen, a need 
of perſons thus qualified, to perform the duty 
expected from them; and moreover, that Stephen, 
one of the deacons then choſen, being full 6 
faith and * power, is ſaid to have done great 
wonders and miracles among the people. 


Others are of opinion, chat this character is, 


of a moral kind, and is no other than what is 
requir'd in all chriſtians, but is more eſpecially 
neceſſary in ſuch as are employ'd in an impor- 


tant office. They think Tue it — che 


3 Ads * 8. man dul. 
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| being repleniſh'd with ibe fruits of the Spirit; 
luch as the apoſtle recounts, Eph. 5. 9. Where 

he tells us, that the fruit of the Spirit is in all 


goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth ; and Gal, 


5. 22, where he obſerves, that the: fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gent!e- 


neſs, goodneſs, fidelity, meekneſs, temperance. And 


is certain, that every one of theſe fruits of the 
Spirit would come to be nat only uſeful, but in 


ſome caſes neceſſary, in that work of a deacon 
which I have been deſcribing : but it is not ſa 


eaſy to ſee that the extraordinary gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt are needful in ſuch an office. And 


beſides that the apoſtle in the 8th to the Re. 


mans, and jn many other places, ſpeaks of the 
operations of the Spirit in a ſenſe which they 
apprehend to be quite different from miraculous 
gifts ; they abſerve that it is mention'd by him 
as the duty of chriſtians in general, to be filled 


with the Spirit; Eph. 5.18. And it is more 
eaſy to conceive that men ſhould, in the uſe of 


their own endeavours, come to be bleſs'd with 
4 fulneſs of it in this reſpect, than in reſpect of 
miraculous gifts. Now if this is the duty of 


chriſtians in general, and all members of chriſ- 


tian churches ſhould be thus repleniſh'd ; more 
eſpecial care ſhould be taken that thaſe who 
are put into offices of conſiderable truſt and im- 


portance relating to the welfare of the churches, 5 


ſhould deſerve this character. 
Particularly, what can be more proper than 
theſe fruits of the Spirit, for perſons whoſe office 
will require the exerciſe of ſuch qualifications ? 


Their goodneſi, their righteouſneſs and truth, will 


be call'd into full exerciſe in ſupplying the wants, 


and comforting the minds of their brethren ; in 


diſtributing to every object the cquitable por. 
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tion belonging to him; and in FR fincerity of 


their endeavours for che general welfare of the 


ſocieties which repoſe. a truſt ini them. And 
there will be good uſe of their temperance; ii 
reſtraining any corrupt affections, and Behaving 
with moderation in their general courſe of life; 


as this conduct will give a weight, and conci- 


liate reſpect to them in their office: beſides that 


their love, theit joy; their peace, their Jong</uffer- 


ing, gentleneſs and meekneſs, will make them be- 
loved ; and their fidelity make them ealily and 


: willingly truſted, 


Thus I have given ſome account bf this qua- 
lification of . full of the Holy Ghoſt. And I 
choſe to dwell the longer upon A that I might 
take away from miy brethren the deacons all 
fearful apprehenſions of coming too far ſhort of 


their proper character. For, as was before 
hinted, if by being full of the Holy Ghoſt was 


meant in Als 6, tie being furniſh'd with the 
miraculous gifts of the Spirit ; then it could re- 
late only to that time and thoſe perſons there 
ſpoken of; arid accordingly the character is not 


expected in them. And if it was defign'd to 
ſignify the being repleniſh'd with the moral 
fruits of the Spirit; it is no more than is requir'd 

to make up the character of every ſincere . 
tian. 


Another part of tlie deaton's, character in 
4455 6. and which is certainly requiſite in all 
ages of the church, is that he be full of wiſdom 3 
i. e. that he have a good degree of it. And you 
have ſeen, by what has been ſaid, that there 
will be occaſion for a high degree of wiſdom in 
the execution of this office. - Were the apoſtles 
themſelves murmur'd at, and complain'd of as 
f CY had been irregular and unequal in their 
D 2 | diſtri- 


1 


diſtributions, before deacons were IEEE) and | 
hall thoſe who are choſen to the office think ; it 


a work of no difficulty, or what will give no | 


exerciſe to their thoughts? There is a real 
difference between the neceſſities of thoſe who 
are preſented as objects of compaſſion: and yet 
that difference not ſeen without ſomething of a 
ſtrict ſcrutiny: 3 becauſe very often thoſe. who are 
moſt in want are modeſt in their applications, 
hoping that a general ſignification of their diſtreſs 
may ſuffice; whereas others who are not in ſuch 
neceſſity, are more particular and more impor- 
tunate. There will be found a vaſt difference 
in the tempers of thoſe with whom the deacons 
have to do; which will give them exerciſe for 
their prudence, as well as their patience, while 
they are taking - meaſures for their relief. And 
how great occaſion muſt they have for wiſdom 
in miniſtring proper advice for quieting the 
troubles and diſorders of the mind, which will 
often come within their obſervation, while they 
are relieving the wants of the body? How 
-unfit therefore will they be for their work, and 


how unlikely to do good in it, if there be not 


ſome good degree of wiſdom ? And how ne- 
ceſſary is it for this purpoſe that they ſhould, 
by all proper means, labour to increaſe in wil 
mw 2 
But our chief concern is with hol qualifica- 
tions which the apoſtle mentions in the verſes 
preceding our text; becauſe he is there unqueſ- 
tionably laying down the qualifications requiſite 
in deacons in all ages of the church, as he had 
in the beginnipg of the chapter done the ſame 
concerning biſnops. And it will be eaſy to ſee 
that theſe characters fall in very much with thoſe 
already explain'd, tho they are expreſs'd in dit- 
ferent words. In 


6295 


"in verſe 8. of this chapter it is adviſed, Hae 


| the deacons muſt be * grave. This is one part 


of that general character of wiſdom, required 
as a qualification in AFs 6. Tis a mark of 


folly to ſhew levity in the common courſe of 
converſation ; and neceſſarily detracts from that 
eſteem which people have already conceived of 
ſome good things in a man's character. Where 
this is ſeen to prevail, it will always be thought 
to render a man unfit to be employ*d in Te- 


rious affairs: fo that how much ſoever he may 
be otherways qualified, and how much ſoever 


Inclin'd to do good; he will be prevented by 
loſing that reſpe& in the minds of thoſe with 


whom he has to do, which is neceſſary to 
make him ſucceſsful. If therefore this apoſtle 


thought proper to exhort the Philippians, con- 
fidered only in the general character of chriſ- 
tians, | 10 reckon upon whatever things are ho- 
. neſt or venerable, as belonging to their character, 


and this in the uſe of the ſame word which is 


here render'd grave; tis no wonder that he 


ſhould require this character in the officers of 
a church in whom a conſiderable truſt is re- 
poſed, which will require both the exerciſe of 


_ wiſdom and the reputation of ſome good de- 


gree of it. Only let us remember, that the 
outward | appearance of wiſdom in gravity and 
ſolemnity, will never make up for the want of 
that wiſdom which muſt be diſcover'd by our 


actions. Tis not a ſerious look that will con- 
ciliate reſpect to us for any conſiderable time, 
if the courſe of our conduct be imprudent and 


diſcovers want of thought. 
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- another, upon the fame affair: for how can 


Importance? 


(36 ) 


"a Another character given in the ſame verſe; 


is that the deacons muſt not be * double-tongued. 
This comes within the character in Ads 6. that 
they ſhould be men of honourable report, ſuch 


as can be teſtiſied to be true men. They muſt 


not be fuch as are accuſtom'd to ſay one 


thing in one place, and a contfary thing in 


ſuch be fic either to be truſted with the church's 
treaſure ; or how ſhall any one be able to de- 


pend upon the advice they give in a caſe of 

Another character is, that they be + no? given” 
io much wine, They are not forbidden' whatever 
of this kind is neceſlary for their health, or fitting 


for their refreſhment ; but they are forbidden 
to give up themſelves to any exceſs. For, 


what good can be expected from ſuch a man 
in 4 public office; particularly in an office of 
that kind which has been ſet before you ? How 
ſhall he, who is always ſenſually inclin'd, and 
ſpends a great part of his time in gratifying a 

ſenſual appetite, be ſuppoſed to have a tender 
care for the poor, either for relieving their 
bodily wants, or comforting their troubled 
minds? who will believe him to have wiſdom! 
enough to-give advice in any affair of impor- 

of SD hoy | 


Another character in the ſame verſe, is that 


they be not greedy of filthy lucre : or, as it might 


have been render'd, not men of diſbonoufable 

gain. They ſhould neither be ſuch as have 
gathered their ſubſtance by any ſcandalous em- 
ployment; nor ſuch as have diſhonoured a re- 
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putable employment by unrighteous methods of 
enriching themſelves. They ſhould be men con- 
cerning whom it may be hoped from the paſt 
conduct of their lives, that they have no immode- 
rate love of money. Nothing can be more plain, 
than that this is a neceſſary character of him 
who is entruſted with the church's treaſure, 


to be diſtributed for the good of the whole, 


and particularly for the relief of the poor. If 
he caſt an evil eye upon what comes into his 
own hands, he will ſometimes have it in his 


power to pretend that he has diſpoſed it as he 
dought, when he has applied it to his own uſe, 


Since the apoſtle did not think it unneceſſary 
to mention this character, and ſince among the 
immediate attendants of our bleſſed Lord, there 
was a Judas, who carried tbe bag, and pretended 
a care for the poor, but had none, and was real. 


ly 1 4 thief; it cannot be improper for me to 


take ſome notice of this; to the end that all 


whom it concerns may take care in the execu- 


tion of their office, and in their readineſs upon 


proper occaſions to give account of what they 


do, to ſhew that they are men of honeſt report, 
and above the thought of a mean action. 
Tiis farther required as the qualification of a 
deacon, that he be one who holds the myſtery 


of the faith in a pure conſcience ;/ i. e. one wha 


well underſtands the religion he profeſſes, and in 
the courſe of his life practiſes what he knows 


to be his duty. It is expected that a deacon 
ſhould be one who has taken pains to make 


himſelf acquainted with the myſtery of the faith, 
who is able to give ſome good account of. the 


doctrine which he profeſſes as a chriſtian. And | 


I Joh, 12.6. 


there 


2 
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chere is a good reaſon to be given for this; bes 


cauſe hereby he will be enabled in a judicious: 
IO to give advice in caſes of ſpiritual con- 


ſuitably to the nature of the chriſtian 


5 33 which one who has not well ſtudied 
it, cannot do. But farther; he muſt bold this 


.myſtery in a pure conſcience: he muſt be firm 
and ſteddy in his adherence to it. For if he 
mates ſhipwreck, of a | good conſcience, he will 


very probably make ſhipwreck of the faith along 


with it, and ſo be very unfit for any office in che 
chriſt ian chur en. 

It is added in ver. 10. of the W ka 
is our text; and let theſe alſo (i. e. thoſe who 


are to be deacons, as well as thoſe who are 


mention'd in the beginning of the chapter un- 
der the title of biſhops; let theſe alſo) be firſt 
roved : then let them ufe the affice of a deacon, 


| orin Found blameleſs. The firſt thing the apoſtle 
had: faid in deſcribing what perſons were fit 


for the office of a biſhop, | was that they 
ſhould be blameleſs. A large character, re- 
lating to the whole converſation. And, ver. 7, 
he had added, that hey muſt have. a good re- 
Port of them that are without. Now theſe things 


he deſires may likewiſe be regarded in the 


character of deacons, when he ſays that theſe 
40%, theſe as well as the forementioned officers, 
ſhould be proved, and well known to anſwer 
the good characters required of them, before 
they be put into the office. And this is in- 


cluded in the qualification required As 6. that 


the deacons be men of honourable report. 
be Lith verſe of the * wherein 1s 


ver. 2 
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wives * of the deacons, and ſome. concerning 
deaconeſſes, that is, women who uſed to be 
employ'd in doing offices of the ſame kind as 


thoſe which belong to the deacons office in ge- 
neral. The word itſelf is capable of being un- 
derſtood the one way or the other: but con- 


ſidering the qualifications required, it ſhould 
ſeem as if the apoſtle had this latter ſenſe in 
his mind. It is certain that he mentions one 


woman by name, Phebe, as f deaconeſs, or ſer- 
vant of the Church at Cenchrez ; and by his 


commendation of her as 4 fuccourer of many, 
and of himſelf in particular, and deſiring that 


the church at Rome would aſſiſt her in whatever 


ſhe had need of among them, ſhews that ſhe was 


look*d on with reſpect as a perſon very uſeful. 


In the ſame chapter he ſpeaks of Mary, who 


beſtowed much labour upon him; and of Trypbæ- 
ua, Tryphoſa, and Perſis, who laboured much in 
tbe Lord. Now, tho this laſt expreſſion may 
ſeem to point at endeavours for promoting the 
knowledge of the chriſtian doctrine, and a ſin- 
cere regard to its precepts ; yet it may very 
well, with thoſe which precede, be e, e of 
ſuch good works as belong to the office of a 


deacon. We have indeed no account in ſcrip- 


ture of their being ever ſolemnly ſet apart to 


ſuch ſervices : which makes it probable that 


they did theſe things voluntarily, without ta- 
King the obligation publicly upon themſelves, 


And that they may ſtill be very uſeful in of- 


fices of kindneſs, I make not the leaſt queſ- 


tion. Where any do concern themſelves, ang 
are employ'd this way, (which I am inclin'd 
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to think was of old chiefly among thoſe of 
their own ſex) the apoſtle gives this general 
account, to the ſame purpoſe which he had 
mention'd before concerning deacons, and which 
therefore does not require a particular explica- 
tion; that they ſhould be grave, not ſlanderers, 
ſober, and faithful in all things. ö 


But the apoſtle returns, verſe 12. from this 
digreſſion: and requires that the deacons be the 
husbands of one wife; the probable meaning of 
which words is, that they be ſuch as never had 
more than one wife at a time, nor ever were 
guilty of divorcing one and marrying another, 
a crime frequently practiſed at that time both 
by Jews and Gentiles : and further, that they 
ſhould be ſuch as ruled their children and their 
own houſes well, This laſt character muſt be 
underſtood of thoſe who had families - and 
children, before they were called to the office; 
and the preceding, concerning thoſe who had 
entred into a married ſtate ; without ſuppoſing 
that a man muſt leave a ſingle life, and be- 
come a father of children, as neceffary con- 
| ditions of his being made a deacon : for there 
may be abundant proof of a man's good con- 
duct and fitneſs for the work in an unmarried 
ſtate. However this is certain; that where a 
man is at the head of a family, if he has been 
ſcandalous in the conſtitution of it, or remark- 
able for the want of prudence in its govern- 
ment, he is not fit to be recommended to the 
office of a deacon, which requires prudence 
in the management of it, and a clear character 
in order to good acceptance and ſucceſs, 


Thus I have gone thro? what propoſed | 
relating to the qualifications of deacons ; the 
| 5 multi- 


CE) 


5 multiplicity ie has taken up a conſider- 
able time. But I was the rather willing to take 


notice of every one; that. my brethren who 
are choſen to the office, might be put in 
mind of what virtues it will be proper for 

them to excite within themſelves in the whole 
courſe of their lives, in order to maintain with 
credit and reputation, and with comfort to them- 
ſelves, the character which belongs to their office. 
Give me leave now to mention, 


V. Their encouragement | to a cheerful dif- 
charge of their duty. 


'T might here conſider in 3 the alu 


rance we have from the whole conſtitution of 


chriſtianity, and from the ſpecial promiſe of 
our bleſſed Lord the author of it, that no office 


of love and kindneſs to the members of his 
body, no not the giving a cup of cold water 10 
à diſciple in the name of a diſciple, ſhall loſe its 
* reward, And if it ſhould be ſaid, that the 
.office of which I am treating, is not ſo much a 
proof of a man's own beneyolence, as a trial 


of his faithfulneſs and ſkill in diſpoſing the be- 


neficence of others: yet when it is known that 
there is no recompenſe in this world given or 


propoſed to be given, for the diſtributing to 
the neceſſities and miniſtring to the comfort 
of others, and that the . employ'd are 
themſelves contributors to that common be- 
neficence which they are intruſted to diſpoſe; 

when it is known that they voluntarily engage 
in a difficult ſervice for the public good, 
and cannot reap to themſelves any private be- 
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nefit; the faithful diſcharge of the deacon's 


office will be ſeen to come more directly un- 
der the view of this promiſe, than men com- 


monly ſeem to apprehend. They therefore 


who exerciſe this office with fidelity and ten- 


derneſs, may be aſſured, that whatever kindneſs 


they ſhew therein to the members of Chriſt's 
body for his ſake, he looks upon as ſhewn to 
himſelf; and that they ſhall be rewarded AC- 
'cordingly, 

But the words of my text are of themlelvia 
a good encouragement to perſons qualified, to 
undertake this office, and wade thro* all the 


difficulties of it, all that fatigue of body to 


which they may ſometimes be expoſed, _ all 
| "that unjuſt reproach which they may ſuffer from 


the ill tempers, and the falſe repreſentations of 
ſome with whom they have to do, They who. 


Have uſed the office of a deacon well, purchaſe zo 
themſelves a good degree, and great boldneſs in the 


| which is in Chriſt Feſus. However they 
may be miſrepreſented by ſome yet the wiſe 
and faithful diſcharge of this office, the un- 


wWearied exerciſe of that benevolence which is 
the very ſoul of it, the exerciſe of gentleneſs 
and meekneſs to thoſe who will be moſt caſt 


down by a contrary treatment, the diſcovering a 


delight in adminiſtring joy and comfort to di- 


ftrefled minds, the ſhewing at the ſame time an 
example of temperance and ſobriety, and the 


conducting their whole courſe of action with a 


decent gravity; will certainly purchaſe a high 


degree of reſpect in the church, and in the 


minds of all who obſerve ſuch mens behaviour. 


And even by this good degree of eſteem which 
they will ſo deſervedly gain, they will be en- 
abled to do more and more ſervice to the com- 


- mon 
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mon intereſt of their Redeemer, which is 'fo 
dear to them; as their advice will be the more 
regarded and follow*d, for the affection and re- 
ſpect they have purchaſed to themſelves. The 
known goodneſs of their conduct, and the in- 
ward ſenſe af that benevolent principle which 
reigns in their minds, and makes them delight 
nin kind offices, will give them that boldneſs in 

expreſſing their thoughrs upon any weighty 
affair, which another cannot ſo decently exer- 
ciſe: and the very reflection upon the real good 


which hereby they are enabled to do, will pro- 


duce a great ſatisfaction in their minds; which 
will endear their whole chriſtian profeſſion to 
them, and confirm them in the reſolution f 
adhering to it in a time of danger. And it de- 
ſerves to be conſider'd, whether this confirm'd 
reſolution of adhering to chriſtianity, to which 


the chearful practiſe of beneficent offices has ſo 


natural a tendency, is not the proper meaning 
of that * boldneſs in the faith which is purchasd 
by the -well-uſing the office of a deacon. 
Let me therefore intreat my brethren, who 
are to be ſet apart to this ſervice, not to be ter- 
rified or diſcouraged at the high characters and 
qualifications requir'd of deacons ; but to go 
on with a calm and ſteddy reſolution of doing 
their beſt, in that office of which the church has 
not thought them unworthy. Be aſſured that 
the applying ' yourſelves to the exerciſe of thoſe 
virtues which belong to your character, will 
give you ſuch a practical acquaintance with chriſ- 
tianity, as will make you-thankful that ever you 
undertook the office which oblig'd you to ſuch 
circumſpection, and gave you the opportunity 
of doing ſo much good. Take care to live agree- 
2 Dr w daf nel. N ple 
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ably and lovingly among Wanke and with 


the members of the church in general; never 
ſuffering yourſelves to be guided by paſſion or 
reſentment, tho you ſhould meet with provo- 
cation, as you muſt expect you ſometimes will. 
And finally, my brethren, let me exhort you to 
do your ce in ſuch a manner as you your- 
ſelves believe will beſt anſwer the deſign of it; 

and not ro be content with doing it ſo as to 


come off plauſibly in the ſight of men, and to 
have it to fay that no body can find fault with 


-you.. For many caſes may come under your 
; cognizance, wherein no mortal man ſhall have 
it in his power to blame you, not even the af- 


flicted perſons themſelves, who want your help; 


and yet there may be a blameable deficiency in 


you, ſomething which you can never juſtify to 
your own minds. Do the good for which your 


office was inſtituted : go about it in ſuch a wa 

as you verily believe will be moſt likely to ſuc- 
ceed : and do not reſt till you have done in all 
neceſſary caſes what you know to be in your 


power: and then, tho you ſhould meet with 


ill returns for good deſigns and endeavours, you 


will always ſecure peace within your own breaſts. 


Bur I cannot conclude withour adding, 


VI. An ackormtion to the church which has 
call'd forth their . brethren to a difficult office. 


The duties of every relation, you know, are re- 
ciprocal. If therefore you expect that your bre- 
thren ſhould cheerfully take pains in your ſer- 
vice, ſnew them that reſpect and affection which 
their diligence and fidelity, and general good 


conduct will deſerve from you. Their diſtri- 


butions both to miniſtry and poor muſt be ſuch 
4s you enable them to make, Let no re- 
proach 
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proach therefore lie upon them for a deficiency 
in yourſelves. And be not fo ready to cenſure 
their conduct, if a miſtake ſhould be made, as 
to commend a ſtep well taken. Conſider your- 
ſelves in their places, and them in yours; for 
that is the moſt equitable way of judging: and 
then aſk yourſelves what you would have others 


judge of you, and how you would have them 


act towards you. Remember that they have to 
do with a variety of tempers, and ſometimes in 
very perplex'd caſes, in which a wiſe and good 


man may poſſibly err: and never cenſure any 
man, eſpecially thoſe whom you yourſclves have 


choſen to act for you, till you ſee the ſtrongeſt 


reaſon for it. If when you ſee them hearty in 


your ſervice, and willing to deny themſelves in 
many things for the public good, you diſtin- 
guiſh them by your reſpect; you will enable 
them by ſuch encouragement to do the more 


good ; and encourage others likewiſe to ſucceed 
them in their difficult work. But if you treat 


them with coldneſs and indifferency; and eſpe- 


cially if by unreaſonable jealouſies and ſuſpicions 
you make them uneaſy 3 you will ſurely clog 


your affairs for the preſent, and find it no eaſy 
matter to perſuade thoſe who are beſt qualified, 
to ſucceed them, when they have finiſh*d their 
miniſtry; Make the ſervice of thoſe whom you 
employ as eaſy and delightful to them as you can : 
and hereby you will promote your commonintereſt. 


Be not content to join your prayers for the good 
of the whole; but let every one in his ſtation uſe 


his endeavours for the ſame purpoſe: for when- 
ever any church is thus diſpos'd and thus em- 
ploy'd, there is good reaſon to hope they will 
proſper. _ 
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